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Preamble 
This volume is part of the Medizinische Informatik und Statistik book series that comprises 74 
volumes published between 1976 and 1992. The frontispiece, preface and contents list are 
available online at the Springer website (https://www.springer.com/gb/book/9783540111788). 
 
Aims 
The 26th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Medical Documentation, Informatics and 
Statistics with the title Therapeutic Studies took place from 21 to 23 September 1981 in 
GieBen. With 700 participants, the conference attracted huge interest, which is probably due to 
the topicality of its theme. A large number of the lectures is presented in printed form with this 
volume. However, the volume is not a true reflection of the conference, as a number of lectures 
with a more distant relationship to the theme and the sometimes quite heated and controversial 
discussions were not included; instead the papers were summarized chapter by chapter within 
larger topics. Regrettably some of the discussions have been omitted because in the interest of 
presenting the broadest possible range of opinions at the conference and in this volume, the 
presentation of unconventional views was given priority. (Vorwort, page iii). 
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