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Preamble 
The report is also available in French and Russian. 
 
Aims 
In recent years there has been growing concern about the evaluation of health programmes, 
services and medical procedures. The problem is of particular importance for health 
administrators and policy makers, but also for other health professionals. The study group 
examined the use of randomised trials in preventive medicine and health service evaluation. It 
also reviewed the present situation in the field of utilization of randomised trials, priorities and 
criteria for their design, as well as ethical aspects and operational constraints. At present there 
is a gap between what is known and what is applied in the running of health services. For many 
health programmes, it is not known to what extant they achieve their operational aims; 
similarly, little is known about their efficacy (effect on health status). More evaluation of health 
services is therefore urgently required (Introduction, page 1). 
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