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Preamble 
For details of the second and subsequent International Meetings of Medical Advisers in the 
Pharmaceutical Industry see no. (35) below. 
 
Aims 
This book records the proceedings of the International Meeting of Medical Advisers in the 
Pharmaceutical Industry, which took place in London between April 17th and 20th, 1972. The 
meeting was conceived as an attempt to assess the current state of the evaluation and use of drugs 
throughout the world, as seen through the eyes of medically qualified people working in the 
pharmaceutical industry. This concept was embodied in a message given by the meeting’s patron, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh KG, who wrote: “The need to establish the principles 
for evaluation of therapeutic agents is becoming progressively more important as the stream of 
new products pouring from the laboratories increases every year. Medical advisers, placed as they 
are between manufacturer and consumer, have a very delicately balanced responsibility. While 
they are employed as advisers to the industry the practising medical profession and the public at 
large are equally dependent on them for advice and protection.” The meeting brought together 
physicians, scientists and others from the pharmaceutical industry, research institutes and medical 
practice from more than thirty nations (Preface, page vii). 
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