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Lind’s letter on lead glazes — Scots Magazine 1754

To the author of the Scors MacazINE.

8 I R,  Edinburgh, May 18. 1754.
E are informed, that the Swedea

¥ have lately prohibited the ufe
of copper veflels. Copper is a metal
which is eafily diffolved by all falts,
whether acid or alcaline; and even by
being expofed for fome time to the air,
contrafts a ruft of a virulent and poi-
fonous quality. There are too many
well-knewn inftances of the fatal con~
fequences of eating food drefled in cop-

per
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per veflels, not fufficiently cleaned from
this ruft. I knew a dozen people who
narrowly efcaped with life, after drink-
ing moderately of wine that had been
pumped out of a cafkk with a copper
pump, which had ftood in it for fome
time. All acid liquors, or even wa-
ter, by ltanding long in a copper vef-
{el, will diffolve as much of the metal
as will communicate to them its no-
xious qualities.

‘I'he effeéts of this poifon, or of a
quantity of verdegrifc taken inwardly,
are immediate, and foon difcover them-
felves, as it operates direttly upon the
ftomach. -But there is a flower, more:
_infidious, though equally certain poi-
{on, void of mell or tafte, (of which it
may be improper to {ay more in a pu- .
blic paper), found in the folution or
falt of lead. This is a metal eafily cor-
roded, efpecially by the warm fleams of
acids, fuch as, vinegar, cyder, Rhenilh
wine, &c. I received the following in-
formation from a gentleman in London.
¢ That, intending to make the ex-
eralt of lemons, he [queezed the juice
of a thoufand lemons into a large gla-
zed coarfe earthen veflel, and allowed
it to ftand for two days: he then poured
off an Englith gallon of the clear juice
into another glazed flat earthen vefiel,
and put it in a pot of boiling water to
evaporate. During the evaporation, a
great quantity of fediment appeared a-
mong it; which, upon examination, he
found to be the falt or fugar of lead, to
the quantity of feveral ounces  He then

oured off the remaining part of the
juice out of the firlt earthen veflel, which
had not been put upon the fire, and
was furprifed to find the fides and bot-
tom of it alfo loaded with a large pro-
portion of the fame fort of falt.”

As this might have happened in the
hands of perfons Jefs judicious, and ig-
norant of the effedis of this deceitful
poifon, it may be proper to obfcrve,
that thefe eaithen veflels have been gla-
zed with lead, or lead ore; which gla-
zing is eafily diffolved by almoft all kind
of acids, and converted into this noxious
{alt, or fugar, as 1t is calied, of lead.
"The glazing of all the comimon brown



pottery-ware, of a brown o
laur, 15 either lead or lead o
it is lead ore, with a {mal
of manganefe, which is_
iron ore. If yellow, the
lead ore ; and appears yellow
ving fome pipe or white clay
The colour of the common pu
is red, as the veflels are n
fame clay with common br
is always red when baked
{cls are {o porous, that the
trated by all falts, acid or alcali
{fo-are unfit for containing an
fubltance. They areimpro
tco often ufed) for preiervni
or pickles with vinegar '. R
ferved the glazing of fuch s .:I“
corroded, by keeping in them |
time p;cL]cd French beans-- u

upnn cvapuranng the vine
found a quantity of the falto
a fure way of Jﬂd:rmg,

after ﬂandmg in them fomet
fing their fharpnefs, and @
fweetith talte ; in which cafe
tents are to be thrown awa,
cious.
T'he molt proper veflels ft
the infpiffated juice of lem
or any other acid fruits,
celane, or china ware. Thﬂ
of thefe is of fo clofe a text
faline or other liquor can
them. The glazing, whic
likewife of the fubftance of
is fo firm and clofe, that noft
line fubftance can have th
upon it. By china I mean th
china; for fome fpecies
pean rnanufm’;'tﬂry are certair
with a fine glafs of lead; &¢
* Next to china, and as I |
fufficiently fit for the purp
ftone ware commonly ca
Jhire. The fubflance of
a compofition of black fint, ar
clay which bakes white. T
fides are glazed by throwing
furnace, when well heated '



pitated ; the fteam or acid
g up among the veffels,
fides of them, and gwes
fing.

one ware I could never find in-
d by any kind of falts,
id or alcaline, or any liquors
; nor do fuch veilels alter
ity of any thing put into
_are thercfore cxtremt:]y
Jcnmman ufes ; but require
manag 'mgnt, as the;.r are much

L

‘n:ammnnly called grey-
e made of a fron pipe-
and ; and glafed in the
the alcaline falt which rifes
¢ wood ufed in baking them;

Fhaving always the effect, when
furnace is mtenfe, to vi-
ide of all clays.

oft forgot to mention the
ith a white glafing, com-
ed Delfi, the beft being made
e fubftance of the veffels is a
y when baked, and foft, as
red a great hedt in the
lafing is a compofition
ad, calcmed tin, fand,

n into a white olafs, [the
eing owing to the tin), is
ound in a mill, then mixed
1 the veffcls, after being
ace, are dipped into 1t,

, with a fmall degree 0{'

glafs runs upon the vef-
ngis exceedingly foft, and
5. What effect acids will
, I cannot fay, as not ha-
s But I now recknn

-or orangcs.
jams Lixp.



