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TWhat gave ceeaffon o vy attempting this work,
is bricfiy as fillz.

After the publication of the Right Hlonoarable
Lord Avon's vorage, by the Reverond My Wal-
ter, the fively and clegant pictare there exbibited

o



PREFACE vik

ofithe diftrefs accaffased by this difeefey which
affiited she crews of that wbley brave; and ews

ignced Comwandery i bis paffoge romd the
querkd; cxcited the chriofity of imany to inguive into
dhe hature of @ walady accampaied with fick

dit ippearancess - It was acknowledyed,

it thé beft deferiptions of it are met-with in the e
conns of wepages : but it was regretted, that shof
“wera the pradudicns ouly of feamen; and that
plyfieian converfint with this diféafe at fia, bad
wndertaken to throw Fght upon the fibjelt, awd
alear it frons the obfeurity ander <obich it has lain
7 the worke of plyfeians who profifed only ot
land,  Some time aficrvords, the ficiety of fure
Beans of the Rizal navy publified their landobly
Pl for improvieg medical innledge, by the lse
bonrs.af its foveral menibers 5 who have appor-
tanitics of infpeing Natare, aml cxamining di
eafés, wuder, the varied influeice of differen
wates, feufons, and fiils. . I thon wrste
o the feurvy, with a defign of ba
& thom. Tt appeared 1o me
the fIrifleft inguiry
€afian 1o confilt feveral authors v
thecdlifeaft where I perceived
e been atiended, in profiice,
and fital confi; 7
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evident weceffity of reltifying thfe crrors, ot ac-
count of the pernicious effelts they have already
wifibly prodiced.  But as it is o cafy matter t>
rost out old prejudices, or to overiura opisions
wbich bave acqtired an effabiiflavent by tine,
caflom, and great authorities; it becanie there-
fore veguifite fir this purpofe, 12 exbibit u fill
and inspartial view of what bas bitherta been pu-
Elifted on the feuryy ; awd that in a chromalygical
erder, by which the inrces of thafe. miffakes may
be detelfed,  Bidecd, befire this fibjcdd conld be
ot in a clear aud proper lighty it wwas weceffiy
10 remoe a great doal of rubliff. Thus, what
awas firft inteuded as a flort paper 12 be publifsed
i the memoirs of onr miedical. navy-fociety, has
wew fivelled 1o a volme, nat altogetber faitable
1o the plan and inflitution of that lawdable awd
Kearwed bady,

T cannst, however, spon this cicaffo, onst
wckerwledging wwith gratitnde the many excellert
pradiical abfervatians I bave beon faviared with
by fame of its maft wirthy memibers ; cfpecially by
the ingesions Mr Wesef Golport; axd Mr John
Murray, @ eusinent firgeos at Wells, in Not-
folk.  Navwithflanding wwhich atvantages, Ian

ible of many fuacenracics aud iimperfelisns i
this
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shix: performance. . They are perhaps. the more
vuerous, ax it has beew font tothe prefs fuaner
shan was at firft istended,  There are, however,
Jio0 things that 173y appear exceptisuable, which
T ought ere particalarly 10 mentiss,

 The fitis the glav of the work.

I am firry 1o find ufelf snder a neceffty of
offiring what fime of nyy readers may think very
differeut eutertainment, and that at their fentivg
ety in the critical chapters of the firfl part. But
at was nat cafy to fall upon o methed cqually ad-
apled to all readers s wor indeed is the arrange-
waent of the frveral chapters a maiter of any great
impartance. 'The order bere follwed, is that i
awhich it ought to be pernfid by phyficians and
wen of learning, who bave wade this_diféafe
their flads, cud are previafly acquainted wwith
Jermer writings wpow it. It was seceffary, in
arder to prevail with fawe of thefe gentlemen 5

perufe the fecond part with lefi prejuc
e, 1o epdeavaur. fict 1o renzve fich dbjedinss
a5 night urife from dadbri g
Zears, in Ehols and uni
re not fo wwell. aeqn
sl aduife fo begs,
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will enable’ them to form a better judgnient of the
firfh. The Bibliotheen feorbutica, o rhe col-
Jeiow of anthars on the feary, is placed af the
lutter cad of the booky as proper 1o be confiied
iu the difismaryway.  Aud it s to be remark-
cd, that when, to avoid repetitions in the firft
and fecond parts, an author's name is barely
mentioned, recourfe muft be had to the Alpha-
betical Index; which points out the page
where the title of the book referred to, oc
its abridgment in pare 3. is to be found.

I the order of the chapters, the prevention of
the difeafé precedes its cure: aud the firft being
the mef} waterial, 1 have threwn great part of the
dato it this wethod of treativg the feuray
it better thaw perbops any other. I will
appear, that in the plaw I bave purfied, T bad
dn view an author wwhofé buok has met-with o &=
weral good reception, Aflrue de morbis venercis ;
axd weve aiher difiafé. treated ju like manier,
it would grealy abridge the ensrummus, ad fiill
ivereafiug number of books in vir feience.

What may be deemed by eitics equally excepm
e with the arder of the chapiers, are fime
] But u certain cafés they were

neceffary




PR EF & CE al

seceffary, i order o chuiate prejudices at tle
sirie they might naturally arife, and to inforce rhe
argument,

Ar to the contents of the bock ix general

I the firft part, I have endeavoured; by a
counefied courfe of reafining i the feverad chag=
ters, 1o efhablifh what i there advancedy wpan the
cleareft evideuce, confirmed by fowe of the beft
azthoritics 3 and have faid afide all fificms aind
theories of this malady which =vere finad i be
difevwed by wasnrs and fads.  Wiere 1 have
been neceffarily led, i thir difigreeable. part of
the work, to criticife the feutimenss: of " eminent
aitd learncd authors, T have ot done it with ¢
malignant wiew of" depresiating their labssrs, o
their wames; bt fFem a regard so Iruth, and to
the good of moukind, I bope fitch matives willyta
the cardidy asd o the sf} fudicius, be a
ent apoligy for the libertics L lave affin:

Dies' diem docet.

The priveipal chapters of
taining a defeription of th:
dhe means of preventing a
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Sfrunded upon attefbed fafls and chfervations, with+
an fuffering the illafions of theary 1o iufinence and
pervert the judgment.  For, that things certaii
my precede wial is wncertain, the theory, and the
dnferesces from it, are ploced ot the latter end.

I the shird part, where T have gives an o-
weut of wbhat has beew writien upon the filb-
by the maft celebrared medical authors, and
others, I have akways endeavoured to exprefs
T fentiments with as mach clearnefs and con-
cifenefies T conld, I have indeed shrangh she
whole aimed at perfpicaity rother than elegance of
didlivt, a5 waff proper in @ bisk of feience, To
bnew a difeafé, aud to cure it, being the pun
things woft effeutial to be learved ; I bave there-
Jore sanferibed the fwptans and cure of the fear-
vy from thafe authers, awhere they do ot entirels
copy fiams cach o,

C ON-
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