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Not only the continuance, but the
anem&nt of medical knowledge, is
greatly indebted to hofpitals for: the
opportunities they afford of experimental
praétice. 1 am aware that the var}r
nam«ﬂﬁ afions

A that it is apt to ﬁartlﬂ fumé weﬂn
difpofed perfons of a fupmiar plaf'g 5 baut
as this appeara to h&» ; 0 W '¥

'meanmg of the term, I donut daubt
by a little explanation to rcnder it evi-
dent, that fuch a mode of pratice, in
the manner in which it ﬁught m hf:@,p gmj
really s m@%fim only defenfi-

Tmr haalmg art has its original foun-
dation in experiment. Accident at firft
made known the virtues of a remedy in
fome particular difeafe. Upon the pro-
iy per
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per atteftation of this, m’ﬁtdﬁnta& fuccefs,
men were induced to try its efficacy in
the next cafe.of the fame kind that of-
fered. After repeated esperiments of this
fort, they went farther, and from analo-
gical reafoning ventured to apply; the re-
medy not only in the fame difeafe, but
others which either from théir caufe or
{fymptoms: appeared fimilar.  Analogy
led them next to vary the. remedy, and
other {ubftances refembling it in fenfible

qualities were tried, upon the fuppofition
of their pofiefling fimilar virtues. . Thus

froma feries of experiments, a fettled mode
of pradtice was at. length inftituted; and
in medicine, as well y‘.uhg;hs;'} {cien

men began too foon to refer to thc—_eu

rity of others, inftead of .éﬁn’gi_nuing- thp
progrefs towards improvemeént. & Yet
while difeafes continue obftinate and fa~
tal, and the medical art isi{o far thort
of pecfeltion, it.is evident: thnnheu
can bf; no reafon for. cenfuring any at-
FSLIIN S tempts
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tempts to improve it by the fame ”tne-
thod as it began. L SR
- THE great-advances which have with=
in'a century pait been made in all the
concomitant branches of medical know=
ledge, that of the ftruture of the hu=
man body, the nature of difeafes, and
the general qualities of medicines, muft
certainly render experimental prﬁh{:e
much fafer than formerly. How igno-
fant foever we' may be in many cafes of
what is ufeful, we are always able to
judge very fpeedily of what is likely to
prove hurtful.  The faculty will readily
confefs that they are often obliged to
lament the limited benefit of their art,
and the fatality of many difeafes uﬁcon..
querable by any means hitherto difcover-
ed; but they deferve the j’dﬂ:lte of hav-
ing it alfo'acknowledged, that they are
neither fo ‘rafh, obftinate, or ignorant,
as not to.avoid doing mifchief where
they can do no good. I refer to every
1G5 authens
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authenticated “account of the trial of
new medicines or methods of cure, for
the very great caution with which it is
made. = The 'beft atteftations of their
fafety, and the cleareft ‘analogical rea-
foning of their probable utility, are ge-
nerally required; and whenany peculiar
hazard has feemed to attend their exhi-
bition, we have feen the faculty in fe-
veral inftances, with the moft public~
{pirited boldnefs make repeated experi-
ments upon themfelves, before they ven=
tured to try them upon the meaneft of
their fellow creatures. I think we may
challenge any fet of men to thow more
clear and nnequium&ﬂwﬁdfwmm
the publi€ igoofli iy =5ile @ 2l 18t

HospITAL patients are on feveral ac-
counts the  moft proper fubjects of an
expetimental courfe. ‘The conftant fu-
permtén&ﬁ!ﬁe*nf perfhﬂs {killed in the
ﬁlanagemﬂht of the fick, and accuftom-
“ed to obey orders, and the ﬁ&iﬁn‘hmcnt
a4 to




to ftric regulations of diet and regimen,
are advantages not to be had in an equal
degree’in- private practice, either among
the poor or-the rich. A number of fuch
cafes as from their obftinacy and fatality
require {fome uncommon attempts for
their cure, 1s eafily collected in hofpi-
tals; and opportunity is thereby given
for all thofe gradual fteps, and minute
variations, which contribute to render
an experiment both fafe and decifive.
The tendernefs of a practitioner’s repu-
tation, when concerned for a perfon
within the eye of the public, andexpof-
ed in every ftep to the notice of prying
and conceited by-ftanders, is too apt to
render his practice timid and narrow ;
he will be contented with going on in
the beaten track, and will be fatisfied if
he comes nﬂ" with the credit of having
neglected nothing that is ufually done
according to the common forms. Ina
hofpital ‘he is free from thl& reftraint,

~ and
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and may exert his genius in any new
thought for the benefit of his patient,
though unfupported by precedent. = Yet
he can have no motive to perfift in an
unfuccefsful trial, fince it is plain that it
cannot anfwer his end of improving the
art. In fa&, moft of the modern im-
provements in medicine and {furgery,
have taken their rife from hofpital prac-
tice; confequently thefe Patwnts have
reaped the firft benefits from them ; and
thereby numbers of the poor have met
with relief in deplorable cafes, which
without the benefit of thefe inftitutions,
and the f{pirit of rational experiment,
would in all probability have brought
them to a miferable end.

Ir is mortifying to think that all
thefe advantages are in general fo ill un-~
derftood by thofe for whom they are de-
figned; and it is a ftriking inftance of
umeafonable prejudice, ;mmd to weak

- eredulity,
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credulity, - that the very people who
would ‘not on any account enter a hof-
pital, though attended by men of the
moft approved fkill and humanity, will
without hefitation commit themfelves to
the care of an itinerant quack, whofe
whole pradice is nothing but random
guefs, and prefumptuous rafhnefs.
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