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Key passages

THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF CALCIUM SALTS
IN SERUM SICKNESS*

Y THEODORE J. CURFHEY, M.D.,l AND sAUL sovomow, M.D.}

METHODE OF OBEERVATION

A series of patients suffering from pneumo-
socene lobar pnenmonia was treated intramus-
cularly with nnrefined antipneumococens horse
gernm prepared by a modified method'. These
patients were tested for sensitivity to mormal
horse serum, apd nons are ineluoded in this
report who showed positive skin or eonjnnetival
reastions prior to serum administration, Of
these serum treated patients, those who devel-
oped serum sickness were divided into two
proups: (a) those receiving caleium along with
pther symptomatic treatment, {b) those given
the same symptomatic treatment but without
paleinm; alternate ecases being chosen in the
order of their development of gerum gickness.
The control cases received treatment as fol-
lows: adrenalin M X sunbeutanecusly pro.,
ephedrine gr. 8§ tid. by mouth, calamine lotion
with phenol locally and sedatives as required.
Mo special diet was preseribed. The cases treated
with ealeinm received in addition to the above,
varying doses of caleium gloconate. Thus, as
goon as the patient developed a rash, the al-
ternate patient was given 10 or 20 ee. of 20

per cent ealcinm gluconate (Sandez)® intra-
venously and supplemented by 10 ce. of 10 per
cent ecaleium glueonate intramuscularly, fol-
lowed every twelve hours by 10 co. of 10 per
cent caleinm gluconate intramusenlarly until
the rash or other symptoms subsided. In the
administration of the drug, the solution for in-
travenous injection was warmed to body tem-
perature and injected slowly, 10 ce. requiring
two to thres minutes for administration, These
pracautions are advoeated by Lieberman® to pre-
vent possible reactions,  Such reactions are char-
acterized by a burning sensation over the entire
body, & ealty taste and a feeling of weakness
and nausea. Only the 10 per eent solution was
used for intramusenlar injection, the 20 per cent
produet being reserved for intravenous injec-
tion.

In order to cbyiate as much as possible the
psychological effects of the treatment, our etn-
clugions are based primarily on the average
time required for the disappearance of the rash
in each group, although the oceurrence and
eonrse of various other svmptoms were also ob-
served and recorded.
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