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Key passages

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL

LONDON SATURDAY OCTOBER 30 1948

STREPTOMYCIN TREATMENT OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

A MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL INVESTIGATION

The following gives the short-term fesults of & conteolled investigation into the effects of streptomycin on one

The Control Scheme

Determination of whether a patient would be treated by
streptomycin and bed-rest (S case) or by bed-rest alone
(C case) was made by reference to a statistical series based
on random sampling numbers drawn up for each sex at
cach centre by Professor Bradford Hill ; the details of the
series were unknown to any of the investigators or to the
co-ordinator and were contained in a set of sealed
envelopes, each bearing on the outside only the name of
the hospital and a number. After acceptance of a patient
by the panel, and before admission to the streptomycin
centre, the appropriate numbered envelope was opened at
the central office ; the card inside told if the patient was to
be an S or a C case, and this information was then given
to the medical officer of the centre.
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