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Key passages

502 ORIGIN AXD PROGRESS OF THE

In the year 1796, in the worst ward, in the
Calcutta general liospital, in all India and pro-
bably in the whole world, called the Mariner's
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mercury upon the living body, alone, and in com-
bination, or alternated with opium. and other
exciting powers, were brought to still greater
maturity. In other wards of that hospital, a
similar (reatment was, at the same time, pursued,
by my friends, Dr. William Yates, of the Madras,
and Dr. James Robertson, of the Bengal esta-
blishment : and with similar beneficial results.
The patients in the Mariner's Ward, consisted
of worn-out soldiers, from the interior of the.
country, who had resided many years in India;
of sailors from long voyages in the coasling trade ;
and of townsmen, who had previously, without
beoefit, run the gauntlet of almost all the resident
practitioners of the presidency. They were gene.
rally in the last stages of hepatitis, dysentery,
fever, peripneamony, or dropsy ; and many of
them with complications of several disorders,
Whilst those in the other wards consisted exclu-
sively of young men, from the European corps,
in garrison, in the neighbourhood, seldom labour-
ing under discases severer in degree, than gonor-
rheea, or slight intermittent. Soldiers are inva-
riably sent to hospitals, in the incipient sitnges
of sickness, and before their diseases can have
become formidable. Bul the patients destined
for the ward under my care, were all in a dan-
gerous state, or incurable, at their entrance, It
seemed to be a sort of condemned ward, Yet,
under such dissimilar circumstances, were attempts
made, by a comparison of relative mortality, to

deduce inferences, and to propagate reports, un-
favourable to my method of treatment ! The only

refutation, which I couid then offer, was to pro-
pose that my opponents should take patient for
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tion and diseasc ; confident of an casy victory, if
they would abstain from applying the very means,
which they were so strenuous to condemn., This
proposition could only be evaded, by pretending

a reluctance to try experiments with the lives of
men ; as if it were not manifest, that my cxperi=

ments, which were always first tried upon myself,
were capable of being conducted with perfect
safety ; or, us if the practice of medicine, in its
conjectural state, were any thing else, than a
conlinued acries of experiments, vpau the &m
of our fellow-creatures.
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