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PEERVE R TATNECE,

HEN we attempt to in-

\J‘f troduce any new and im-
portant deviations from

the common mode of practice
into general ule, and particularly
in 2 point of fuch confequence, as
the dire&ing almofta total change
in the mode of performing and
after-treating one of the principal
operations in. furgery, the public
have a right to be fully acquainted
with the awthor's reafons and
motives for fuch attempt ; and
a4 fuch

viil P REFAGE

fuch trials fhould likewife previ-
oufly have been made, as are fuf-
ficient to demonftrate, that the
doétrine recommended will bear
the teft of general experience.

I nave taken fome pains to in-
form myfelf, what other pra&i-
tioners are doing in other hofpi-
tals ; and from fuch unprejudiced
authority as I can fully rely upon,
I am convinced that too little {kin
is faved ; the mulcles are generally
divided by a perpendicular circular
incifion ; no union is attempted
by the firlt intention; the parts
are dreflfed with dry lint; and by
many the arteries are tied with
the needle, including the nerves,
veins, and adjacent parts.

HEewce




PR EFACE. 1X

Hence more frequently  will
arife fpafms, brifk fymptomatic
fever, hmmorrhage, large dil-
charge of 'matter, retraftion of
the mulcles, and exfoliation. The
treatment which it is the intention
of this little effay to recommend,
may be confidered as a powerful
preventive of thefe difagrecable
{ymptoms ; and I am affured, our
cures are completed in half the
time requifite under the common
pradtice : thefe are my reafons for
addreffing the public. '

I most ecarneftly recommend
the treatment here defcribed to
the confideration: of the army and
navy-furgeons. No doubt there

are

X B-RVE F AjGE,

are men of Elxpcricnmi and judge-
ment in thele ftations ; but I am
{orsy to obferve, that I have feen
{fome late inftances of their treat-
ment, and heard of others, where
{o little attention has been direéted
to fave a fufficient quantity of
{kin, that the bones have projeét-
ed, and the cure proved either
impracticable, or uncommonly
tedious 3 nor is this unufual
where the operation is done even
by men who hold a firft rank in
the profeflion,

Amongst all the calamities to
which the human {pecies are
liable, there is not perhaps one
more deplorable, than to be re-

duced




PREFACE x

duced to the neceflity of parting
with a limb, as the only alterna-
tive to preferve life.  So ftrongly
is the defire of life implanted by
the Divine Archite&, that when
put to the above teft, few perfons
have refolution  to refufe the
chance of preferving it, which is
given them by the removal of a
difeafed limb.' In this country,
both fexes, all ages, the timid
and the brave, generally . prefer
amputation to certain death.

. Ampurarioy, as faid by an
eminent writer, ‘“is an operation
terrible to bear; horrid to  {ee,
and muft leave the perfon on
whom it has been performed,  in

‘ a mu-

xii PR E-F'ACE,

a mutilated imperfeét ftate.”  And
is not this diftrefling ftate much
increafed, when the operation is
done upon fo ill-formed a plan,
as' in fome  cafes to preclude al-
moft the poffibility of a cure; or
at leaft, to render it more pain-
ful and tedious, ' befides greatly
diminifhing the chances of ob-
taining the grand objet, the pre-
fervation of life? Yet, that this
is frequently the cafe, we meet
with almoft daily inftances in
proof 5 where nature, although
properly aflifted, is not able to
cure  the wound fo injudicioufly
conftruéted by art.

Hap T been aware of the utility
of {fuch an attention, I fhould
not




PREBFAQGCE. xiid

not have omitted taking an ac-
curate hiftory, of every amputa-
tion, at which I have been pre-
fent. However, the following
heads of fuccefs may be relied
upon, and I hope will anfiver my
prefent purpofe.

Previous to our improved plan,
out of forty-fix amputations, at
which. I was prefent, and had
an opportunity of infpeding the
after-treatment, ten died: one;
of the locked jaw; two, of ha-
morrhage from the whole furface
of the ftamp ; four, of the heétic
fever, and extenfive fuppurations ;
and three, from a fpreading gan-
grene on the furface of the fiump.

Eighteen

xiv PREFAGCE,

Eighteen had an hxmorrhage :
fix, from the whole furface of
the wound; and twelve, from a
particular veffel or veflels. In
nearly the whole, the fympto-
matic fever was violent ; the ftart-
ings or [pafms frequent; the
fuppuration large ; the furface of
the wound' extenfive ; and in all,
the firlt dreflings were painful.
In moft of them, thére was an
exfoliation ; in feveral, a fugar-
loaf ftump; and in fome, the
wound réemained incurable.

Tuz 2bove was a mixture of
hofpital ‘and’ private praétice, and
I believe moft people, who pur-
fue the old method of operation,

have not better fuccels.
I HAVE
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I mave never refufed to operate
upon any ecafe that has prefented,
where a fingle perfon in confulta-
_tion has thought fuch upcratinn
advifeable ; and fince 1 began
the method here recommended in
Cafc I, I have operated  in thirty-
five cafes, fuch as' promifcuonfly
occurred ‘at the Leverpool Infic-
mary, without the lofs of a fingle
patient. The {ymptomatic fever 3
the flartings or fpafms ; the dif-
charge, and pain of drefling the
wound, have in all been fight.
There has not been a neceffity
to' remove the dreflings on ac-
count of hemorrhage, ina fingle
inflance ; nor the (malleft exfo-
- liation,

xvi PR E FAGUE.

liation, except in the cafe of
Mary Jones. Vid. p. 246.

A the expiration of a month
from the operation, the wound
has either been perfedtly healed,
or lefs than a fixpenny picce ; in
all, the wound has been ulti-
mately cured, and the cicatrix
remarkably fmall. (I do not in-
clude the cafes, where 1 have
operated with a flap,. of which
a particular account is given in
this work.) Had not thefe cafes
occurred in a holfpital where the
practice has been made as public
as poflible, I fhould not have
ventured to publith an account,
which I fear but few would have

credited.
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credited. The operation has like-
wife been done in this place by
others, with great fuccels.

At different periods of time,
many of the hints mentioned in this
treatife, may have been pointed
out by others. It is difficult to
advance any do&rine on this, or
any other operation, that can
claim a genuine originality. How-
ever, it is not my intention, either
to depreciate the memory of the
dead, or offend the fenfibility of
the living 3 but I cannot pretend
to affign to its real origin, every
fingle hint which I have received
through the courfe of the laft

b twelve

xviii PR EFACGCE

twelve years, During this period
I have paid an unremitting atten-
tion to the fubjed®, and have
reafon to believe, that the opera-
tion and after-treatment, as now
offered to the public, have been
pradifed with a degree of fuccefs

unknown in any former period of
time.

I am much obliged to feve-
ral  eminent practitioncrs,  for
the communication of many ufe-
ful cafes, hints, &ec. Thele I
have endeavoured to difpofe of
in fuch a manner as will, in
my opinion, be moft conducive
to the fervice of the public, and

I hope
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I hope give no offence to the
authors,

Since all [peculative reafon-
ing on thefe fubje&s is very falla-
cious, when placed in competition
with experience, it has been my
aim to deduce the dodrine of this
work from pradice only: yet,
when we confider how flowly the
moft valuable improvements are
adopted, it muft be expedted that
the plan here recommended, will
make but a gradual advance. I
muft requeft, that thofe who do
me the favour to adopt thepraétice,
will execute it exaétly as recom-
mended ; for every fingle portion

b2 is

XX PR EFACE,

is fo intimately conneéted with the
reft, that they cannot remove one
part, without danger of bringing
down the whole fabric,

Ir I have exprefled myfelf in
fuch a manner, as to enable the
reader to put in practice the means
recommended, 1 have fully attain-
ed what I aimed at. Should it
be allowed that I have made a
ﬁﬂp towards the improvement of
furgery, I fhall be much pleafed ;
fince it is an art, which, when
practifed with judgement, huma-
nity, and honour, isan ornament
to human nature; and for its cer-
tainty inrelieving many of the moft

diftrefsful
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diftrefsful accidents, to which
all are liable, muft cver be con-
fidered, 2as of the utmoft im-
portance to the happinefs of
mankind.
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