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5.4 JUSTIFICATION OF RANDOMIZATION

(iv) Randomization as a Device for Concealment

In most of the previous examples, randomization has been used to
deal with variations in space, in time, between different animals or
subjects, and so on to ensure that any patterns of variation that may exist
in the experimental material cause no systematic error in treatment
comparisons. A very important further use of randomization, however,
s in situations where a substantial amount of the. uncontrolled variation
arises from subjective effects due to personal biases of the people taking
part in the experiment, including the experimenter himself. In such
applications randomization achieves its aim by concealing from the
persons involved which treatment is applied to each unit.
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