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ON RECENT PROGRESS IN THE SERUM-
THERAPY OF PLAGUE.

BY

EHAN BAHADUR N. H. CHOEKSY, M.D. (Hox, Cavsi)

FREIBURG,

SPECIAL ASSISTANT HEALTH OFFICER, BOMEBAY MUKICIPALITY
IN CHARGE OF ARTHUE EQOAD INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND
MARATHA PLAGUR HOSPITALS, BOMEATY.

Qbservations at Bombay.

The observatlone at Bombay wero conducted at the
Maratha Plasgue Hospital by the present writer, and
concerned 438 cases ; 243 cases were itreated by him and
others in private practice.t

The Method of Treatment.—Clinical experience having
repeatedly demonstrated that the “alternate method” as
hitherto applied was unsuited to an affection of the
nature of plague, as also the fact that the 65 to 60 per
cent, of hospital admissions already septleaemic do not
respond to treatment by drugs or sernm, the method
adopted conslsted In rejecting all those who appeared to
have hardly any probabillity of benefiting by the serum
treatment., Convalescent and semiconvalescent cases
were further ellminated, as well as those in whom the
illness had already lasted for six days or more. The
latter were excluded pince experience has shown that
patients who are alive on the sixth day are either too far
advanced for treatment or are just beglnning to improve
gpontaneously. The observations were thus restricted to
the most acute cases within the filrat five daya of illness,
and 238 caszeg were treated in this way. This method met
with the approval of Professor C. J. Martin, of the Llster
Institnte (member of the Advisory Committee for Plague
Investigation In India). He suggested that, alter rejecting
the unfit cases, every alternate case might be treated with
the serum, go that those lelt unireated would eerve as
controls, This system of * ratlonal alternation” for test-
ing the utility of the serum in hospital practice, and thus
obtaining an exact numerical demonstration of the benefit
derived fcom its application, was adopted in a furthe
serles of 400 cases.
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