Home Contents

jameslindlibrary.org

Records

Key Passage(s)  JLL Article(s)  Portrait(s)  Context

Download key passages/title pages as a PDF

Jenicek M (1989). Meta-analysis in medicine: where we are and where we want to go. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology
42:35-44.

Key passages

META-ANALYSIS IN MEDICINE

WHERE WE ARE AND WHERE WE WANT TO GO*

MiLos JENICEK

Diepartment of Social and Preventive Medicine, Faculty ol Medicine, University of Montreal,
Quebec, Canada

{Received in revised form 27 June 1938)

Abstract—An epidemiologically impeccable siudy does not bring answers to all the important
questions. A structured and systematic integration of informauon from different studies of a given
problem with a view to answering the original question or bringing additional information is the
essence and objective of the meta-analytic approach to health problem solving. Onginal studies
in medicine, being very heterogencous in nature and structure require not only a quantitative
approach (as in classical meta-analysis) but also an additional “qualitative meta-analysis™ as well.
The latter represents not only a systematic accumulation of both information and the character-
istics of different studies, but also an assessment of quality, uncertainty, missing data, randem error
and bias across studies of interest. The greatest challenge of meta-analysis in medicine lies in the
integration of the qualitative and quantitative assessment of given information (scoring of quality.
weighing of the effect size by quality score, etc.). Meta-analysis in medicine must go beyond a
simple pooling of data. It should become the “epidemiology of results of independent studies of
a common topic of interest”, Further development of meta-analysis in such an expanded way may
have an important impact on decision-making in clinical medicine, and in health policies.
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