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362 LOGIC OF MEDECINE.

16. The Elimination of Chance is of great value in
Medicine. Its groundwork is Medical Statistics,

Nowhere more than in Medicine may laws of Cansation be
defeated ; there is ravely such a thing as a simple cause yield-
ing a simple effect. Hence, the necessity of ascertaining
whether a coivcidence is more frequent than would be ae.
counted for by chance. The cinchona bavk sometimes fails tg
cure ague, yet its general efficacy is satisfactorily established,

To prove the efficacy of medicines as a whole, in opposition
to some specnlators that aseribe all cures to nature (aided by
repose and regimen) the physicians of a French hospital
made the experiment of withholding drugs from all the patients
for a certain time. The conclusion seemed to be that the
mortality was not increased, but the recoveries were more
protracted. This was a competent inference from statistics,

The difficulties in obtaining a statistical proof of the action
of a remedy in a given disease are exactly those already
mentioned respecting the mse of Agreement in the same
determination.* A large hospital statistics is better than the
inferences of a single physician in private practice, and yet
may come short of the proof. There should always be obtained,
if possible, a parallel statistics—cases with, and cases without,
the treatment in question. The statisties of cholera treatment
may be alleged in favour of many modes; but none appear to
be decisively established.

Statistics, as applied to Scarlet Fever, has shown that a
second attack is extvemely rare; that the ages of two and
three are most susceptible to the disease; and that the maxi-
mum of prevalence is in October, November, and December,
and the minimum in April, May, and June.
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