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it seemed plausible to assume that the routine prepa-
ration employed in our clinic might possibly be harmful rather than
beneficial. In an effort to substantiate this assumption the routine
preparation was purposely omitted in forty-four consecutive cases,
and it was found only four of them or 9.1 per cent had a febrile reac-
tion. In view of this, it was decided to extend our experience in this
respect by omitting the routine antepartum preparation in every
alternate patient, elipping only the wulval hairs, and then compare
the results obtained in the two series. In instances where the tem-
perature elevation could be definitely assigned to mastitis, pyrelitis,
or other causes than puerperal infection the cases were eliminated
without serious change in relative results.
This was done in 389 cases, and the table below shows the results
ohtained.

TasLe VI
Routine preparation No preparation
Afebrile 164 83.7 per cent Afebnle 169 87.6 per cent
Febrile a2 16.2 per cent Febrile 24 12.4 per cent

In Table VII are given the results obtained by employing all cases
used in this paper.

TserLe VII
Prepared No preparation

Tatal Fehrile Per eent Total Fehrile Per cent

931 175 189
{40 with catharsis ] 29 5 44 4 91
(44 no ecathavsis 5 29

106 32 16.3 163 24 124
1207 a2 15.7 237 28 11.8

From so limited a number of cases one scarcely dares to draw bind-
ing conclusions. However, as the incidence of vaginal examinations,
premature rupture of membranes and perineal lacerations was the
same as before, it seems permissible to conclude that slightly better
results follow the omission of the routine preparation, and that con-
tamination inecident to its employment might explain the difference
in morbidity. Further investigation along this line will not be amiss.
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