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Whole Article

Experiments velative to the Medical Effeéts of Turkey
Rbubarb, and of the Englith Rhubarks, No. 1. and
Ne. 11. made on Patients of the Pauper Charily

[ By Dr. Parrvy.]

N.B. The mark (=) in the fecond column
fignifies that the number of ftools was unknown.

Crass L
Camparative Effedis of the three Kinds.

1. Harriet Allen, aged 1 1; difeale, ficknefs
and purging after the confluent fmall-pex; on
the 25th of April, 1785, fhe took eight grains of
ipecacoanha, which operated well.

Encrisa Ruvesare No, II.

Dol in Stools.
N Eraint.
Apnl 26 10 2 with a little griping.
27 4 lefs watery than before.
28 10 I before 12 at noon.
20 -

Exncrisi Ruuears No. L.

Gr:l.'m:a. Stoalss

April 30 10 4 no griping.
May 1 3

z 19 2 before 12 at noon with

| l fome griping.
3 2 with fome griping,.
TurkEy RHUBARBE,

May 4

with griping.

10 l 4 leth confiderable griping.
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2. Mary Beft, aged 74; difeafe, violent pain

in her ftomach, increafed by fwallowing, with
head-ach and coftivenefs.

free from complaint.

Excrisu Ruueare No, 1l

1585.
Feb, 22

23 1

24 25 o the powder taken at bed-
time.

25 z no griping.

26 35 o the powder 'taken at bed-
time.

27 4 flight griping.
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Exncrise Ruusare No. L.

Grains.
35

35

Steals.
e

so b

sorbh

the powder taken at bed-
time.

ftools before night, after
whicl the fecond powder
was taken.

Pain of the ftomach and
head were much relieved,
but afterwards increafed.

TurkeEy Ruvearn,

35

35

D-lm!n-lhuh

no griping,

 flight griping.

Encrisu Ruuvsars No. II.

35

35
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flight griping.

flight griping.

Excrisa Ruvsars No. L.

Grains.

35

39

Seals. -

o
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powder taken at bed-time.
with flight griping,

powder taken at bed-time.
with flight griping.

During the paft week fhe
took every day a drachm
of fpirituous tinfture of
rhubarb, with fimple bit-
ter infufion and chaly-
beate wine, which after
the r4th were omitted,

Tuorkey RHUBARE,

35

33

D = Ly O

powder taken at bed-time.
with flight griping.

powder taken at bed-time.

flight griping.




3. Hannah Fofter, aged about 38: Difeale,
catarrh, with flatulency and coftivenefs,

Excrise Reveare No, II.

158s.
Jan. 12 15 3 no griping.
13 2
14 —_
April 15 35 2 ilight griping,
6 3 flight griping.
17 L
18 35 — powder taken at night.
19 4 flight griping,.
20 I
21 ‘2
22 35 I powder taken at night.
23 4 flight griping.
24 I
Turkey Ruusars.
25 2
26 35 —_— powder taken at night.
27 3 great griping.
28 o |
29 35 2 flight griping.
30 o
31 2
Ewcrism Ruvsars No, I,
Feb, 35 2 flight griping.

_

35 1 2 § flight griping.
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4. Mary Newman, aged 15%: Difeafe, pain in
the pit of her ftomach, paffing through to the
back,with faintnefs, coftivenefs, &c. She was or-
dered to bathe twice a week.

1765,
Mar. 15
16
17
18
o
20
ZI
22

23
24

25
26
28
25
39
3[

April
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Turkey RHUBARB.

Grains. Stools.

1
o
I
18 1 great griping.
o
o
2
18 1 with great pain in her fto-
mach and back,
o
o

Encrist Rauveare No. II.

18 great griping.

18 great griping.

O e e D

Excrise RuuBarz No. I.

i8 1 flight griping.
I
1
o

18 2 flight griping.
1
i

All complaints removed.




5. Elizabeth Hofey, aged 30: Difeafe, lofs of
appetite, ficknefs and great flatulency : ufually a
ftool every other day.

Encrisa Ruveare No. II.

Grains. Stacls.

1784.

Dec, 16 ° 1
17 15 2 confiderable griping.
18 o
19 35 i great griping.
20 o
21 I great coftivenefs during

Jan, 4 o this time,
5 o
i} 0

Encrisu Ruvears No, I,
1785.

Jan. 7 35 3 flight griping,
8 o
9 o
10 [
II 35 5 the two laft ftools with

confiderable griping.
12 I
13 I
TurkeY Ruuraxrs,

14 | 35 2 flight griping.
s

o

Jan. 16 1
17 l | . ‘
18 35 flight griping.

(]

6. Jane Middleton, aged 26: Difeafe, lofs of
appetite and ficknefs, occurring by fits, with fa-
tulency, pain in her huw;ls, and coftivenefs: took
feft an emetick, and afterwards, thro' the whole

of the difeafe, a Bark mixture.

Encrisy Ruuvears No. 1L

1785,
Jan. 19
20
21 35
22
2 35
24

great griping,

lefs griping.
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Encrise Ruuvsane No. 1.




25 35 6 flight griping.

26

27 35 ; before 12 at noon, with
griping.

28 -

TurkeY RHUBARBE.

29 35 4 flight griping.

30 3

3r 35 0 before 12 at noon; but
flight griping.

7. Jane Middleton’s Child, aged 5 weeks:
Difeafe, coftivenefs.

Excrisu Ruveare No. I.

Grains. Stotls.
1785.
Jan. 20 o
21 7 1 apparently with greatori-
22 o ping.
23 7 I
24 I
25 1o —_— powder taken at night.
26 10 2 with apparent griping all
. day, beore the fecond 10
prains, which were taken
at night.
27 o before 12 at noon.
Turkey RuuBARE.
Jan. 28 10 — powder taken at night.
29 2 with griping,
30 10 I powder taken at night,
after the ftool,
21 o before 12 at noon.
Encrisa Ruusars No. Il
Feb. 10 — powder taken at right,

with griping.

2
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8.

Mary Penny, aged about go: difeafe, pain
in the ftomach and bowels, after eating : one ftool
a day.

1784.

Sept.

Oct,

Odt.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
10

bl B

D= hin

11

1z
13
14
15

Ewcirsay Ruvsars No, 11,

Grains.

25

25

Stools,

I

¥
o

confiderable griping.

confiderable griping.

Turkiy Ruusars.

25

25

2
o
o

no griping.

Excrisa Ruveare No. I,

25

25

30

20
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flight griping:




9. Bridget Hathérfidge, aged 2.i: Difeafs,
confidérable hardnéfs ‘and fwelling in the beily,
with two loofe ftools a day.

1784,

Nov.

MNoav.

16
17
18
Li]
20
21
22

24
15
26
27
28
g

Turrey RHusans,

Graing.

10

10

En:?l:.
gorio
c
gorb
8org
2073
3

a good deal of griping.

a good deal of griping.
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Excrisa Ruvears No. I1.
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ficknefs and a good deal
of griping.

IEE-;\ Frping

Ewcrisy Revsagrs No. L.

(o]

%

Hl]uac;-u

no 5! IpImE.

flight griping.




10. Tho. Gore, aged 35: Head-ach, with pain
and fournefs in his ftomach, and coftivenefs.

Encrise Ruuvears No. IL.

Crainss E‘.D?[Sq
1784,
o&. 8 30 o b
9 (
10 X . )
- coftivenels during this
x4 30 a time, as before.
i3
14
TurkEy RHUBARBE.
O&. 15 30 1 great griping.
16 o
17 70 | great griping.
18 o
Excrisa Ruuvsars No. L
O&. 19 30 2 confiderable griping,
20 0
21 0
22 30 2 confiderable griping.
23 o
24 I
25 o
Encriss Ruuvsars No, II.
Graina. Srools.
O&, 26 30 2 confiderable griping.
27 0
28 I
29 30 2 lefs griping.
3° o
3I I
Crass II.

Mifcellaneaus comparative Experiments.

1. Efther Rolf, aged 33: difeafe, flatulency
and pain in the ftomach, with coftivenefs.

Encrisa Ruuvsare No. I.

1784.

Sept. 28 30 5 no griping.
29 1
30

o& 1«1 I
2 20 § | no griping.




0&. 12
13
14
i5
16
17
18

19

- " - " P -

Encriss Ruusare No, IL.

3o gor 4 | flight griping.
%hawe]s regularly open.
0 gor4 | Hight griping.

} bowels regularly open.

2. Sarah Stuart, aged 33: Difeale, pain and fla-
tulency in the ftomach, with coftivenefs,

1784.

Od&. 19
20
21
22

23
24
25

O&. 26

27
o&, 28
29
30
31

Ewcrisa Ruvsare No. 1.

Grains. Stools.
25 3 flight griping with the laft
o ltool.
I
25 3 flight griping.
o
I
o
39 3 great griping,
5 :
1
30 2 no griping.
o,
o
i
Ewcrisa Ruusare No, 1L
30 I confiderable griping.
1
o
30 2 flight griping with the 1ft
ftocl: confiderable with
o the fecond.
i
o

Turkey RHuBaARE.

25 2 the laft flool with griping
and ficknefs.
0
I
25 no griping,
0
I




3. William Greenaway, aged 8: Difeafe, pain
in his head and bowels, ficknefs, and purging four
times a day: he took firlt two vomits of Ipeca-
coanha, but the purging ftill continued.

Exncrisa Ruavsare No. Il

1785, .
Mar, 15 iz 0 no griping.
16 I
17 —
18 12 | 20r3 | no griping.
19 N
20 e
21 — Purging cured.
Ewcrisg Ruveare No. L
April 7 | — purging fomewhatreturn’d.
8 12 4 no griping,
9 —
10 3or4
4 l I bowels open ever fince the
roth, without purging.

Crass IIL
Mifecellancons  Experiments.

1. Thomas Saunders, aged 27: Difeafe, pur-
ging of brown ftools for two months, without
blood or fcybala, to the amount now of near forty
per diem, with great flatulency and griping: took
firlt a vomit of Ipecacoanha.

Excrisa Ruuveare No. I.

Grains. Seools.
178s.

April 26 30 bory | lefs griping than before,
27 5 :
28 3 before 1 at noon, with freat
l | l griping, ficknefs, and vo-

miting.

a. Charles Philips, aged 3i; Difeafe, putrid
fever, with flight purging of white ftools.

Excrisa Ruusars No, I,

1584,
Dec. 2 3 s5or 6 | no griping.
3 - fewer ftools on thefe days
J_r l _ than on the 2d, inftant,
5 —
6 8 i 5or 6 | no griping.
7 | — | Purging much diminifhed.




3. Mary Pye, aged 19: Difeafe, flight pur-

ging, &¢.

Excrisn Ruuveare No. I,

Graing. Stoals.
1784.
04 8 25

9

10 2§ l

11

[= I = -

4. Elizabeth Gibbons, aged 2 i : Difeafe, pur-
ging thrice a day.

Excrisg Ruuvsare No. II.

1784,
Sept. 26 3
=7 3
28 ] 4
29 3
30 3
6 R B 3
2 3
3 3
4 3
5 10 three or four more flools
6 on the intermediate days
7 than on thofz on which
8 10 the rhubarb was taken.

5. Hannah White, aged 28; difeafe, violent
purging, with pain in the bowels, and confider-
able feverith heat,

Exocrisa Ruveare No, II.

Grains. Stoals.
1784.
Mov, 30 2 Pain in the bowels confi-
derably lefs than before,
more than two ftocls on
} each of thefe days.
30 2 Pain lefs than the prece-
ding days.
Purging afterwards more
violent than before.

O ~1 On Wy

6. Jane Whire, aged ¢ 1 : Difeafe, purging for
two days, of three or four ftools a day.

Ewcrise Ruvears No. II,

flight griping.

5 l 2
tord i




e
zors |
4

——

vy .

g flight griping.

Purging removed.

n

4. Elizabeth Hofey, Junr. aged 43: Difeale,
clay-coloured ftools.

Encriss Ruvears No. 11

1784.

Dee. 15 I
16

17 14 l 3 no griping.

I?E{u I
Dec. 18
19
20
21

-

no griping.

I P

ftools of the naturalcolour.

8. Elizabeth Hibbert, aged about 60: Difeafe,
pain in the bowels.

Encrisu Ruusare No. I.

1784,
O& 8 35 3
9 i
10 35 3
11 —
12 i
13 35 3
14 — .
15 45 3 | great griping.
16 o
17 o
18 45 4 | great griping.

Obfervations on the comparative Purgative and Afirin-
gent Effedis of the feveral Kinds of Rbubarb.
[By Dr. Parry.]

FROM the firft clafs of thefe experiments it
appears, that the Turkey rhubarb operated more
than either of the two others, in one cale only.

No. 1, operated moft frequently in four cafes,
No. 11. moft frequently in two cafes. The Turkey
operated leait frequently in two cafes. No. L.
in three. No. II. in cthree. In two cafes the
Turkey and No. II. operated equally; while in
one of thefe No. I. afted more powerfully than
cither, and in the other not at all. In one cafe
No. I. and No. II. afted alike; and both more

sham tha Thael-an Mns avhikhirian Af ok brind
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of the rhubarbs produced equal effeéts in the cafe
of Jane Middleton’s child; but neither the Turkey
rhubarb, nor No. I. in two other experiments
on the fame patient, eperated at all before twelve

the next day, when her mother called on me.

So far as thefe few experiments go, we may
infer that the {pecimen of Englifh rhubarb No. L.
was fully equal in its purgarive quality to the
Turkey, and that they are both {fomewhat fuperior
to No. II. This conclufion is farther ftrength-
ened by the experiments in the cafes of Green-
away, 1Rolf, and Stuart, Clafs II. In the laft
of thefe, the Englith rhubarb No. I, was more
powerful than the Turkey, and in all three than
No. 1I. It muft alfo be obferved that in the two
firft experiments with No. I1. in the cafe of Gore,

no effect was produced by the quantity there
exhibited.

The aftringent effe@ts of rhubarb may be di-
vided into two kinds: thofe which feem imme-
diately to arife from the medicine; and thofe
which appear after it has operated as a purgative.
The chemical experiments above-recited fhew the
exiftence of an aftringent principle in all the rhu-
barbs, and the degree in which it takes place;
but we 'cannot from thence draw any certain con-
clufion with refpeét to their operation on the
human body, I have known the gum kino, the
ftrongeft vegetable aftringent with regard to tafte,
with which we are acquainted, purge more vie-
lently than jalap. How far indeed the altringent
quality of rhubarb with regard to the bowels is fe-
parable from its power as an aperient, and whether
therefore it pofiefles that quality in a higher degree
than any other purgative equally draftick, experi-
ence, I think, has not hitherto afcertained.

Let us however examine the properties of our
different kinds of rhubarb in cafes of diarrhceca,
in which alone we can form a true judgment of
their effets. In the examples of Gibbons and
H. White, the rhubarb No. II. thewed an imme-
diate power of diminithing the number of ftools,
for in both there were fewer motions on the days
on which it was taken, than on others. This

alfo appeared from the firft exhibition of the fame




rhubarb in the feveral cales of Greenaway, Jane

White, and Allen. No. L. feemed to have the fame
property in the cales of Pye and Saunders; but cthe

Turkey rhubarb in no inftance. To fhew thefe

effetts ftill more clearly, we may obflerve, thatin

feven of fourteen experiments made in the above

cales of diarrheea with the rhubarb No. IL that
medicine diminifhed the number of ftools the day
on which it was given; No. L. in two of ten expe-
riments; the Turkey in no inftance out of four,

To enter into a difquifition concerning the
caufe of thefe differences, would belong more
properly to a colle@tion of medical than agricul-
tural efays: BucI think it probable, that the rhu-
barb No. 1. diminithed the number of motions
not by any direét aftringency, but by its gently
cathartick power, which was juft fuch as to fhi-
mulate the bowels fufficiently to make them dif-
charge the greateft part of their contents in a few
evacuations; while the other rhubarbs, by their
ftronger purgative quality, produced alfo a confi~
derable difcharge of the mucus of the bowels,
This conclufion feems to correfpond with the com-
parative coftivenefs which fucceeded the cathar-
tick operation of each rhubarb; that being much
alike after the Turkey rhubarb and No. L ; and

after both much greater than from No. II. altho’
the latter was fufficient to remove the purging in
the cafes of Greenaway and Jane White,
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