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THEIR THEORETIC GENERA, SPECIES,
AND VARIOUS DENOMINATIONS,

Are, from Obfervation and Experience, for thirty Years, in
Evrore, ArricA, and Americay and on the
InTERmMEDIATE SEAS,

Feduced under th.cir Charafteriftic Genus,

FEBRILE INFECTION;
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AND

THE CURE ESTABLISHED 4
L

PHILOSOPHICAL INDUCTION.

By ROBERT ROBERTSON, M. D.

A SURGEON OF HI3 MAJESTY'S NAVY.
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s ——a=

1 ONDO N:

FPRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR,
AND SOLD BY G« Gi J, AND J. ROBINSONy PATERNOITER-ROW,
M, DCC,XC,

e




INTRODUCTION.

P ——

NFECTIOUS difeafes, inall countries
and at all periods, have been ranked
~among the feverefl calamities incidental
- tomankind ; and febrile infe€tion (one
- Ipecies of thefe) has ever been confider-
ed as a tremendous and fatal foe to hu-
man exiftenee. The millions who perifh
in the fleets and armies of contending
- nations, are fwept away in greater mul-
It-itudcs by the fecret malignancy of this
difeafe, than by all the deftruétive im-
plements of war. :
An exact regifler, not only of the num-
- ber who fall victims, but of the difeafes alfo
E of which they die, in the public fervice,
2 fxrnth the methodsof treating the difeafes,




inpeace as well as in war) would greatly
obviate this calamity, and be produ@live
of general good ; and the plan might, I
think, be extended beyond the limits
of navies and camps, to civil fociety
at large. The judicious and diligent
practitioners ‘would then be diftin-
guiﬂled from obflinate or indolent theo-
rifts.  The inexperienced would either
be inftructed, or compelled by fhame
to withdraw from a profeffion for which
_they were unqualified; while thofe,
who by an unwearied attention to dif-
eales, and the effeéts of remedies,
promoted the public good, would re-
ceive the well-earned rewards of their
labour and {kill. Young profeflors would
no longer be led by any theoretic autho-
rify whatever, but would adopt thofe
methods which experience had (hewn to
be moft fuccefsful. Emulation to excel

in fo laudable a plan, inftead of an am-
!




0 on the fubjelt.
z B‘Er ﬁl‘ifm X fﬂti ,
ey purfuit
¢ 4 -"-":ﬁ-..:r. 3*.__1.};. r.,*" "' ,”1:




Even Sydenham, a
favourite author, I obferved, went on
adding annually new ones to the im-
menfe ftock; {o that, inflead of being
inftru¢ted, I was bewildered and loft.
In this flate of perplexity, I refolved to
attend diligently, and to mark down mi-
nutely, every cafe of Feveras it occurred
to me in every country, climate, and
feafon; and, upon comparing them to-
gether, I have found that Fever is uni-
verfally one dnd the fame difcafe.

As there were, at different periods
various theories of Fmrcr,. fo the treat
ment of Fever varied accordingly; {fome
preferring one fpecies of evacuation,
Iome another: and the fame difference
‘of opinionin the choice of the medicines
to procure the evacuations prevailed
but the cure was always to be effe€ted
by evacuation. As their theories were
incongruous, the practice was eventually




ful; fo that here too Twas com-
to lay down a new method of

Until 1779, when I was introduced to
n acc Juaintance with Dr. Mtﬁar, Inever
et Wlﬂ;ﬁ@y gcntleman or book which
ec @mth me in opmmn on the fub-
ngéd not therefore furprife the
r, f:ha!: I hat?e made fu luﬂe men-

rﬁngmth that gﬁﬂtquan, to my.
reat fatisfation, 1 found that he had
only been employed himfelf, but
at he had alfo been infrumental in
ging another very able gentleman
_‘_-'E fame plan which 1 had been pur-
ing for years, viz. to confider Fever
> b - ‘the fame in all chmates and that it
ras to be treated very differently to what
t ever had been, by medical profeflors.
)r. Millar's Obfervations on the prevail-




ing Difeafes in Great Britain, t
with a Review of the Hiftory of thaféftif'
former Periods, and in other _Coqntrlﬁﬁa
were publithed in March 1570 #; Dr.
Clark's on Difeafes in Long Voyages to
Hot Climates, aﬁdpa’rticulaﬂjr{hﬂfe which
prevail in the Eaft Indies, _in-'xg";.'g'l';,
and mine in the years 1769, 71, 7%
73, 74, 76, 77, and, 78, had already
extended to Africaf, the Weflt Indies,
continent of America, and different parts
of Europe, The fuccefls of the treat-
ment in the different quarters of the
world, which was feen In comparing
our obfervations, proved on what a {olid

foundation the fyftem was laid. My
obfervations have fince been made in

# For T. Cadell, fucceflor to Mr. Millar, and T,
Notman, in the Strand.

4 For D. Wilfen and G. Nicol, in the Strand.

i An Lplmrnc of which was publifhed, in 1771, hr
Dr. Lind, in his valuable book on Hot Climates, and
fully byithe Author in 1777, See the Phyfical Journal,

¢ publifhed for J. Murray.




_.fz;a to May 1789 *. _

. Such a collection of important nhfer-
.jtluns tobe made by gentlemen nearly
at the fame time, without cach other’s
X nowledge, was a little extraﬂrdmary,
‘and, without vanity, I believe I may
‘add, fortunate for mankind; as all the
B roofs which could be wilhed for on the
A ubje& are now furnithed. Indeed many
raé]::tmners and writers have been fo well
J;l'at:sﬁed with them, that they have fe-
 cretly adopted them ;.

A hu‘p’éj"’it wﬂl be ad’rﬁﬂted that,
whatever refpe& is uwmg to the merit
énﬂ cﬁ‘araﬁf&rs GF mdw"' &uals, yet the re-

'i"'l'.l""'

gal d due to the commumt]:' is far greater

-k J...-‘J...L

which reffé&:;ﬂn, I"-;truﬂ will ﬂllglter me
from repmach for ﬂa.tmg fa&s fo meor-
tant to mankind. No other motive ‘would
have 1nduced me. to undertakf: fo labu-
;ﬁ;gps and Iunpmﬁt:;bie atalk, . ¢

I': Vm'ﬁls parts ngur{)PE and are Pllbliﬁ].- :
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