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Key passages

"CONIUM IN THE TREATMENT OF ACUTE
MANTIA.
By J. CRICHTON BROWNE, M.D.,, FR.S.E.,

MEDICAL DIRECTOR, WEST RIDING ASYLUAL
(Concluded from page 183.)

~ Wirn the view of determining the relative duration of
¢ases of acute mania treated with conium and with other
remedies, I have contrasted twelve cases from each category.
As the result of that contrast, I find that twelve consecutive
cases treated from the first with coninm, admitted subse-
quent to Feb. 25th, 1871, and since discharged recovered,
had an average duration, as measured by residence in the
asylum, of 102 days; whereas twelve consecutive cases
treated with other remedies, such as bromide of potassium,
canabis indica, chloral, and digitalis, admitted subsequent
to October 1st, 1870, and sinece discharged recovered, had
an average duration, as measured by residence in the asy-
Jum, of 150 days. "This shows a balance of 48 days in favour
of coninm. It will be seen, from the cases reported below,
that when conium was used, that period of convalescence
which it is thought prudent to interpose Letween the date
‘when recovery might be called complete and the date of

discharge from the asylum was in no instance unusually
ghortened. In some ecases it might be thought that it was
unnecessarily prolonged. So rapid and decisive were the
beneficial effects of the remedy that it was feared at first
the]r might prove transitory, and that, as is not seldom the
case when recovery is sudden, a relapse might be looked for.
Experience having now tanght that this fear is groundless,
a considerable enrtailment of the term of medical super-
vision may be henceforth safely conceded. Indeed, so
prompt is recovery, as a rule, under the conium treatment,
that it appears that the necessity of removal to an asylum
may be obviated in some cases of acute mania if it is had
recourse to, and judiciously condueted, in their initial stage.
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