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CLINICAL -EXPERIENCES WITH THE
NEW ALKALOID, ERGOMETRINE *

BY

CHASSAR MOIR, M.D., F.R.C.5.Ep., F.C.0.G.

READER IN OBSTETRICS AND GYRAECOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
(ERITISH POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL)

During the last year patients under the care of the
Obstetrical Unit of the British Post-Graduate Medical
School have been divided into two groups. One group
has received ergometrine immediately after delivery and
thrice daily during the puerperium. The other group,
consisting oi altemate patients, is used as a control and
no variety of oxytocic drug is administered. Careful daily
measurement is made of the height of the uterine fundus.
Several hundreds of patients have now been observed,
and, although a detailed analysis of the results has not
yet been made, it is my impression that involution is
exactly alike in the two groups. At one time ergotamine
was substituted for ergometrine ; no ‘change in uterine
involution was observed as the result of this. From these
experiments it may be tentatively concluded that, whila
thers is no evidence that the routine administration of
ergot preparations during the first week or ten days of
the puerperium is harmful, there is also no evidence that
Involution is accelerated. .
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