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Unti)
this century, the management of thofe tender crea-
tures in ficknefs, was left toignorant old nurfes, and
rode quackery. Even at prefent, the bills of mor.
tality, in cities efpecially, are a melancholy proof,
that the carnage made amongft the young part of the
human fpecies, has not yet attraéted that attention
from medical writers, which the importance of the
fubjeét demands. From the ancients, Rhazes ex-
cepted, we derive very trifling information on the
difeafes of the cradle.

" T. Sydenham, the modern Britith Hippocra-
tes, publithed, at different intervals, detached
papers on epidemical and febrile difeafes, inter-
mittents, remittents, and dyfenteries, upon fmall-
pox and mealles, confumptions, gout, and fe-
veral chronic difeafes.  He marked the prevailing
epidemics of each year, the effects of feafons,
climate, and fenfible qualities of the air, the exact
fymptoms and changes in the progrefs of difeafes,
the effeéts of certain diet and medicines, the
termination into health or other difeafes, and in
this purfued nearly the plan of the founder of
medicine, It was Sydenham’s misfortune feldom
[IO confule other authors, In the infancy of me.
dicine, his method of oblervation and practice
would have been proper; but to fuppofe thac litele
progrefs had been made by his predecefiors, par-

dcularly in difcriminating difeafes, was too hafty
a conclufion.  Dr. Lind obferves, that Sydenham’s
obfervations are local, and confined to a healthy

{pot,




Another, and I prefume an erroneous
inion, entertained by this great man was, that
¢ epidemical fevers of every year and feafon

vere annually diverfified, and effentially differ-
2t in their nature ; that in fhort, * the multifa.
rious operations of nature in producing a di-
“ verlity in difeafes, were impoffible to be traced.
Experimca and obfervation, if I miftake not,
roves on the contrary a fimplicity and general or-
der in diftempers, the autumnal remittent fevers
of Europe, and thofe of different tropical climates,
are in effence the fame difeafes, and cured by the
fame medicines, The manifelt qualities of the
air, feafons, and climate will account for any
other differences. 1f Sydenham’s propofition was
true, and in the latitude he alledges, we could have
no eftablifhed hiftory of febrile difeafes, much lefs
any fixed rulesin medical practice, or correét prog-
nolticks. Sydenham’s merits, however, greatly
preponderate. He affitted to direét Phyficians
thoughts to proper objeéts, to obferve the effeds
of the atmolphere and fealons, and the * lamden.
tia & juvantia” in difeales ;




e |

The merit of difcriminating
difeafes from each other belongs to the ancients,
Except a few new difeafes fince imported from
Arabia and America, the Greeks and Romans
have left behind them tolerable deferiptions of -
every difeafe now Kknown: yet we are not to
imagine that in the diagnofticks they are without
faults and defe&ts. In the prognofticks alfo they
marked accurately the preceding and concomitant
fymptoms of crifes; but in many difeafes they
were unprovided with weapons fufficiently power-
ful to avert the mortal iffue and funerals which
they could prediét. In underftanding the patho-
logy of difeafes, whether from external or internal
caules, we are greatly fuperior to our old mafters,

‘That knowledge acquired by bills of mortality is

peculiar to the moderns, Obftetricks and furgery
amongft the moderns have likewife made very
confiderable progrefs towards perfetion.

In the cure of feveral acute and chronic difeafes
we can claim little, if any, fuperiority, above the
ancients, Many inftances might be pointed out
where their curatory precepts have been precipi-
tately rejected, or negleéted for others of inferior
efficacy. In the ¢ Methodus Medendi,” we haye
not made thofe rapid ftrides by modern difcove.
ries in anatomy and phyfiology, chymiftry, botany,
&c. which might at firft be fuppofed,
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