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XVI. An Attempt to improve the Evidence of
| Medicine. By Grorcr Forvyce; M.D.
' F.R.S. Fellow of the Royul College of Phy-
JSicians; and Reader on the Pradtice qué}:ﬁ':

in London.

~ TuE evidence on which medical know-
ledge is founded has hitherto been princi-
pally dedu@ions from the practice of medical
praitioners, made by themfelves, and com-
municated to the public. - The cafes them-

felves from which thefe deduftions were

made have feldom been pubhihed and when
they have, they have pnné:” Eaent uf ex-

LA

point, in fach a manner that they cannot be
brought as evidence fufﬁmf:ﬂﬂy accurite to
be depended upon.

The following {cheme is intended to make
the evidence in cafes more compleat, by dif-

. fé@ing them, placing the progrefs of each

particular fymptom by itfelf, and thewing its

| connc@ion with, and the relation it bears to,
the other fymptoms of the difeafe.
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T e It is not

of much t'i;nh:quehcé who has niade any in-
vention in thc fcience of medicine, for the
fatisfadtion arifing from being able to relieve
diftrefs by the application of a new medicine,
or one already known in a new manner, of
for new purpefes, is a fufficient recompence.
‘do not mean, therefore, to difpute the pri<
gnt)r of the application of this medicine with
Wny perf'cq who fhall confider himfelf as the
inventor of it, I nnlywmcan to thow by what
‘progrefs 1 have brought it in evidence that i it
is the moft powerful remedy in eryfipelatous
inflammation. By eryfipelatous inflammation
I mean inflammation of the fkin when it is
‘only inflamed, or inflammation of the furface
of an ulcer where the very furface only is .{bre
and inflamed ; or inflammation of the mucous
membrane, when there is little {ccretion from
the mucous glands.




As the
difeafe was not uncommon, I had feveral op-
portunities of feeing its effects, which I found
always ‘fuccefsful, and ventured accordingly
to extend its ufe to other cafes of eryfipelas,
fuch as happen frequently in the face, and
often in other parts of the body. I was fo
far convinced of its power, that I ventured .
to recommend it to my pupils, and publifh
its ufe in the eryfipelatous fore throat in my
‘Elements of the Prfa&i-éc of Phyfic, although

~ with that diffidence a young practitioner thould
obferve in the introduéion of any new prac-
tice:' ' In the year 1771 I was chofen phyfi-
cian to $t. Thomas’s Hofpital, where there
is great opportunity’ of afcertaining the effi-
cacy of medicinesin all difeafes. - Here I have
had an opportunity of verifying to myfelf as
well as to'my prefent colleagues, - that in all
'_ afes of eryfipelatous inflammation which are
7 purc, that is unmixed with: phla:gmnnuus in-
ammation, or mcrﬂfed {ecretion. from, the
“mucous glands, even in fome cafes of the lat-
' ter intermixture, Peruyian bark is the moft
. powerful remedy that can be employed, and
. is almott always fuccefsful.

I believe there are many praitioners in this
‘country who ftill adhere to the treatment of
erylipelatous inflammations, and thofe of the
mucous membrane when pure, by bleeding
‘and other evacuations, which I have always .
. found hurtful ; and I do not think the ufe of
~ Peruvian bark is at all known abroad, except-
_ ing in gonorrheea, from the chapter of my
. Text-book on the Lues Venerea being tran{-
~ lated for the ufe of the ftudents in fome of the
- medical {chools in France #*. This practice
. requires only to be tried to convince any one
of its utility.
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