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PRACTICAL REMARKS ON DROPSY,
AND OTHER DISEASES.

B ¥

WILLIAM WITHERING, M. D.
Phyfician to the General Hofpital at Birmingham.
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AFT‘ER being frequently urged to write
upon this fubject, and as often declin-
ing todo it, from apprehenfion of my own
inability, I am at length compelled to take
up the pen, however unqualified I may fill
feel myfelf for the talk.

The ufe of the Foxglove is getting abroad,
and it is better the world fhould derive
fome inftruction, however imperfed, from
my expericnce, than that the lives of men
fhould be hazarded by its unguarded exhibi-
tien, or that 2 medicine of fo much efficicy
fhould be condemned and rejeéted as danger-

ous and unmanageable,
- It

vi RBRREEAMAGE

o

ML o

It is now about ten years fince T firft be-
gan to_ufe thm medicine. Exptrtcnce and
cantions ntl:entlnn. gmduall}r taught me how
to ufe it. For the laft two years [ have not
had ocealion lu- ﬂ]ter the mudes uf manage-
ment ; but I mP ﬂ111 feu: fu:-m rjunkmf'
I.hem pmﬁa&
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IL -.-.rnuld hau: bem an. g-:l‘y l:l.ll: o h:wc
given ﬁ:‘le& ::at‘cs. whn(e i'ucc:l's?ul treatmﬁnt
would have fpoken l‘r.mugigr in fauruul ::TE‘ the
medicine, and perhnp': been ﬂl.:ll.termg tu#:n}*
own reputation. But Truth and Scicnce.
would condemn the pron::eduqe? . I have
thercfore . mcntmm:d _every cale In. ;.-.htr;h I
have pn.ﬁ:nheﬂj lhe ann:lm €, Proper or im-
PIOPEr, fuccefsiul cn- mhurjl.ll'c Sur:.h a
mnduég will lay me open to the ::cni'ure of
thu[e whn,p;ﬁ dl,fnﬂ[ﬂﬂ p:: cenrura, i'.-ul: it
w:li mept the applrul;ﬁ;.mn of 1 m.hers, whﬂ are
the beft: qudilhed lq_lhf.'t Judges

. To the Surgeons and Apothecaries, with
wlmm I am mnnaﬁfd in pratlice, huth in
this town and at a dl[ta.pcc. I beg llmfe to
T maLe




PREFACE
muke this public acknowledgment, for the
affiftance they fo readily afforded me, in per-
Pe‘&hng fumc nf' the c::le*:. and 1 in mmmu-
mmlll_ng th:: crmnta af uthars, -

" The. ages of the pntwnts are not always
exact, nor would the labour of making them
fo have been repaid by any ufeful confe-
‘quences. Ina few inftances accuracy in that
refpect was nc‘ccﬁ?xr}r, and there it has been
‘attempted § but in gttnernl an approxima-
tmn tnwmds lhe lruth Wa.%i"uprpofad to !:u:
fufﬁmehf g

: T.he cafes related from my own experi-
ence, ate generally written in the fhorteft
ﬁmn I could contrive, in order to five time
‘and labour.  Some of them are given more
in detail, when particular circumftances
:madc fuch detail neceffary ; but the cafes
tummumca}_ed by other practitioners, are
given in their own words,

- I mulk caution the reader, who is net a
Pmuﬂutmner in phyfic, th:* no ¢ neral de-
du-ﬁ1m demﬁrc upon the fiilure or fuccels
=gl b of
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of the medicine, can be ‘drawn from: the
cafes T now prefent to him. Thefe eafes
muﬂ: l'.IL con I."d-ercd as the molt Impﬂéﬁ and
dom mnﬁtllod in c:hmmc d|l'-::nI'es tlIi the
ufual remedics have failed s and, indeed, “for
fome years, whillt T was Tefs expert in' the
management of the Digitalis, T {eldom pre-
feribed it, but when the failure of 'ei.l:e'r:,r olher
method compelled me 'to do'it ; o that upon
the 'lu.il'lli.]]E,. the inftances T aii E;_iuﬁg o ad-
duce, tay l.mh' be conﬁdered 2% Cafes loft to
the common 1un’ “of pt‘m:'hl:e. and “only
fhatched from deftruction, by the |1ffﬁ:'m:|.r
of lhe D:glla[ls, and this in' fo remarkable
2’ manner, that. if the pmpertles of that
plant had ‘not bcr:n difcovered, h;v far the
arcatelt part {if lh::i'c p.i.tlcnts mu[t have
died.

: Thcre nr[e mq; 1.:. Enwﬂl hardly admit ofany
fif:mr wh{ch an author advances in fupport ¢ of
fmmlte m:‘dlcmt: and I' allow they may
f-mc fume n::lufe for tﬁen hefitation; nor do

T expect they will wave their ufual modes of
e I LS 3 Judg-‘
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INTRODUCTION. xix

In a letter which I received from you in Landon,
dated September 29, 1778, you write as follows : —
++ T wifh it was as caf}r m write upon the Digitalis—
iz I :lefpalr of plEaf ng myfelf or mﬂm&m§ others,
“ ina fuﬁje& {o difficult. It is much eafier to
“ write upon a d:feafe than upon a remedy. The
e farmer i5 in the hands of nature, and a faithful
it obferver, with an eye of tolerable judgment,
+ cannot fail to delineate a likenefs. The latter
4+ will ever be fubje® to the whims, the inaccura-
‘¢ cies, and the blunders of mankind."—
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