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HISTORY AND METHOD OF TREATMENT

aF A

REGULAR CONTINUED FEVER,

SUPPOSING IT IS LEFT TO PURSUE ITS ORDI-
NARY COURSE.

Medicina igitur adhuc taliter comparata eft, ut fuerit magis of-

tenta quam elaborata; etiam magis elaborata quam amplifi-
cati.—Bacon, Avg. Sc. Lib. 11, Cap. 1,

Solent autem homines naturam tanquam ex praealta turri & ¢ lon
defpicere, & ecirca generalia nimium occupari; quando fi de-
feendere placuerit; & ad particularia accedere, relque ipfas at-
tentius & diligentius infpicere, magis vera & utilis fieret com-

_prehenfio.—Ibid.
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To return to the confideration, whe-
ther a fever fhould be left to itfelf, with-
out the practitioner employing any means
to carry off the difeafe, but only attend
to the patient during the progrefs of it;
or whether he ought to employ any remedy
to attempt to carry it off, either by pro-
ducing a perfect ecrifis, or by carrying
off the difeafe, without any attention to
the natural crifis by which it is frequently

cured.

This queftion is exceedingly difficult to
determine, from the very great inaccuracy
of the evidence of medicine; an inaccuracy
fo great, that the author has no means of
determining the queftion. It is true that,
befides his private pratice, he has been
phyfician to an hofpital,which receives nearly
four thoufand patients in a year, for upwards
of twenty-five years; and in which hofpital
fevers are difeafes which patients labour-
ing under arealways admitted in preference.




It muft be obferved, however, that thofe
people brought into the hofpital already af-
flicted with fever, have had that fever dif-
turbed, by remedies employed before the
patients are received into the hofpital. This
cunnot generaily be found out. Thefe fe- ‘
vars are befides rendered irregular by the
motion and fatigue of bringing them into
the hofpital. Thofe who catch the fever
in the hofpital are often ill of other dif-
eafes, the fymptoms of which difeafes’ are
{o intermingled with the fever, as to render.
it perfeétly irregular. From thefe caufes '
- the author has not been able to difcriminate,
with any degree of certainty, what number
of patients would recover, fuppofing they
were taken il of a regular continued
fever, and fuppofing it was to purfue
its ordinary courfe without the afliftance
of medicine.




Suppofing, therefore, that
phyficians were even very perfect in the
knowledge of fever, the difeafc is commonly
totally deranged before it comes under their
infpérftion. If they swere to endeavour to
lay down the evidences by which it might
be determined, whether a regular continued
fever, in purfuing its ordinary courfe, would
more frequently terminate in health, fup-
pofing it was left to itfelf, the practi-
tioner attending only to giving the patient
proper food, and taking care that thofe other
things, which are called non-naturals, to wit,
fleep, fecretions, &c. be properly adminif-
tered ; or whether he would more frequently
recover when medicines were adminiftered, it
would be hardly pofiible, without fuch a for-
mula, as theauthor has already pointed out,
in the Medical and Chirurgical Tranfac-
tions, to determine the queftion with any
degree of accuracy.

It is further to be lamented, that where
this difficulty does not take place, as it
certainly does not in feveral parts of Eu-
rope, where the practice falls entirely into
the hands of phyficians, no fets of com-




parative cafes have been recorded. ~Thefe
phyficians have not pointed out whether
the difeafe, in purfuing its own ordinary
coutfe, thofe things which have commonly
been called non-naturals having been onlyat-
tended to, has oftener terminated in health,
than in {uch cafes where medicines have been
employed to carry off the difeafe. Phyfi-
cians have been too often more anxious to
recommend fome favourite practice or me-
dicine, than, divefting themfelves of all pre-
judice, to endeavour to render medicine as
certain a {cience as it will admit of.
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The author does not mean to fay that
every practitioner, who bleeds conftantly at
the beginning of a regular continued fever,
has this idea in his mind. The greateft
number of pracitioners follow the practice
of thofe who went before them, without
examining from whence that practice has
arifen, or upon what ground it is founded.

From this view of the fubject it may,
perhaps appear why blood-letting has
come into practice in the beginning of all
regular continued fevers.

"P:ﬁ&iﬁqners alfo have not compared
cafes of fevers in which it has been prac-
tifed, and of fevers treated otherwife in the
fame manner in which it has not been prac-
tifed, -

The author has faid, that taking away a
quantity of blood from any large vein in-

difcriminately, in any part of the body,
neither increafes, diminifhes, nor fhortens a
regqla,r continued fever. The next en-
qunby is, whether any nufchlcf may arife |

ina regular continued fevcr from takmg
_away a quantity of blood. -

The author having faid that the effence of
the difeafe not being at all known, it cannot
be faid, @ priors, whether any particular re-
medy will be of ufe in fhortening or ‘ent
tirely carrying off fever.




It is moreover to be obferved, that many
practitioners in medicine have been nearly
or totally without that education, which
could teach them the knowledge of the ex-
perience of thofe praé’citidm:rs who went be-
fore them, and in r:onﬁ:quencc on what
ground the practice of medicine is founded.
Unfortunately, in all the {fchools of medi-
cine, the profeffors have been more anxious
to infufe into the minds of their pupils fome
hypbbl;tﬁs, rather thana true hiftory of the
difeafes they have treated of, or the efficacy
of the remedies which have been employ-
ed.

For the {ame purpofe the patient has been
kept in an air of a very warm temperature,
and covered with bed-clothes that are bad
conductors of heat, and with the fame ef-
fed, :

Home

Contents



http://www.jameslindlibrary.org/
http://www.jameslindlibrary.org/contents

