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A

SECOND DISSERTATION

oN

FEVER;

CONTAINING THE

Mecdicina igitur adhue taliter comparata eft, ut fuerit magis oftenta,
quam elaborata: etiam magis elaborata quam amplificata,

Bacon Avc. Sc. Lib, ii, Cap. i

Solent autem homines naturam tanquam ex przalta turri et elongo de-
fpicere, et circa generalia nimium occupari; quando fi defcendere pla-
cuerit et ad particularia accedere, refque ipfas attentius et diligentius
infpicere, magis yera et utilis fieret comprehenfio.—Is1p.

By GEORGE FORDYCE, M.D. F.R.S.
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Key passages




It becomes therefore matter of experiment
to determine whether a fever may be {lopped
1n its courfe without prejudice to the general
{yftem.

If regard were had to the medicines only
which were employed by the Greeks and
Romans, and the earlier modern praci-
tioners, it muft be determined that it was
{tldom proper to try to flop the natural
progrels. But by the remedies of modern
times, it is evident that tertians and other
fevers may be put an end to with fafety to
the patient, We know however that there
is not any remedy which will certainly
carry off the difeafe, but that a regular ter-
tian will fometimes go through its natural
courfe in fpite of every attempt to termi-
nate it.

It is alfo a queftion to be determined,
wwhether by flopping a tertian in its courfe
fome other difeafe may not be produced,
which will either be more diftrefling in it-
felf, or which may terminate in the death of
the patient?




Thofe who are uninformed in medicine,
expect that difcafes are to be cured by
violent remedics and {uddenly. The atten-
tion of by-ftanders is often drawn to prac-
titioners who employ ftrong acrid medi-
cines. This has frequently induced thofe
practitioners who are leaft acquﬂintcd with
the real hiftory of difeafes, to ufe the moft
violent medicines in' their apparent effects,
fuppofing that they would alfo be the moft
efficacious in curing the difeafe; while prac-
titioners really well informed find it often
much more proper, to leave difeafes to go
through their natural courfe, while they are
careful not to let{lip an opportunity of em-
ploying a remedy that is cfficacious in car-
rying them off. :
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