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Key passages

S ECT. XXVIL

- 1 HAD at one time, during the war,
in 2 military hofpital, fix thoufand fix hun-
‘dred and eighteen wounded patients, who
were, all treatedancording <o my diredtion,
and part of whom I attended ‘myfelf; of
‘thefe, five thoufand five hundred and fifty-
“feven were petfectly cured, and in a condi-
“tion to fupportal the ftigues of the fervice ;
‘a2 'hundred and ninety-five were able to do
-dutyin _gasrifun, what they call half-inva-

lides *, or to work at any trade; two hun-

“dred and thirteen remained incapable of any
labour, civil or military, what they call
- grand invalides ; and fix hundred and fifty-
" three 'died.
# Halbe Invaliden.
4+ Gange Invaliden,

. Thefe hundred and ninety-five half-inva-
lides, and the two hundred and thirteen
grand invalides, in all, four hundred and
eight, ‘were’ of thé number of thofe who
had their bones bruifed, broken and fhat-
tered ; of thofe, in a word, whofe wounds
were called complicated ‘and dangerous * ;
For it is well known that with us, a man is
not put on the lift of invalides for a wound of
the head, or of the flethy parts; if, after
wounds of this kind are healed up, there
remains any weaknefs, fliffoefs, or tenfion
of the part, we employ various medicines,
both internal and external, ointments, lini-
ments, fomentations, warm baths, by means
‘of 'which they arc commonly compleatly
-cured. : 308 .
Let us at prefent fuppofe, thatof the fix
-hundred and fifty-three who died, no more
-than two hundred and forty-five died from
“the confequences either of a violent concuf-
-fion, from wounds of the head, thorax,
lower belly or fpine; from a complicated
fracture of the os femoris, or from putrid
fevers, fluxes and other inward difeafes,
which “often happen in military hofpitals,
even in cafes of {light wounds, from the bad
air which is breathed there; there will re-

$ Schuwerfrallarirte,




four hundred and mght “who may. have -
m the mnfégnenms w'ﬂ&:q:&s with
ttered bones ; this number is cquﬂ
‘of thofe who were cured without
ation, although their wounds had been
fame kind *, If, after making thefe
ations, we compare them with the pro-
us number of wounded men, who, at
beginning of the war, had their limbs
n off on account of dangerous wounds,
hom fcarce one or two efcaped with
lives; we may very fafel cnnr.:lude
_mlfzh the gregtererg;rt af? thofe fﬁrnr
ed and cight men cured and fent to
invalides, would have died if amputa-
tion had been performed on them, and this
fhocking artificial wound added to what they
hada]rcady received. It would be trifling
to pretend that ampuration would have
'ﬂ great many of thofe who died, had i tt.
n timeoufly and properly performed +e

tis obvious that Mr. Bilguer has not made his
ions in {o favourable a manner for himflf, as he
it have done; I am perfuaded that in 6618 wound-
0, a much greater number than 245 muft have
from the confequences of concuffion, large flefh
ds, fevers, Auxes, and other difeafes, owing toa
habit, bad aig, the fealon of the year, &c. Tissor.

_ + Such a pretence wonld in effe® be abfurd : The
;-': oning W:rg.;_d angunt to :hu, itis d:m:‘:u&iﬂratcd that
_ m amput s joine

ndil gwmdggﬂf thmfe[wm:. h:?ktlil‘gd’ll:

'@E many patients ; therefore the danger arifing from

opeminn, joined to that auending wounds which

- have proved incurable, would have {aved a great ma-

patients : Only the moft blinded ohlhmq could rea-
gnm fach a manger, TissoT.




Further, if it be confidered, that many of
thofe who died, might have recovered, had
they been taken care of any where elfc than
- in an hofpital, where the air is very bad;
and if it be called to mind at the {ame time,
what fome very eminent furgeons have ob-
ferved, that two thirds of thofe die who
have their limbs cut off *, I hope it will be
readily acknowledged, that my method of
treating wounded Yimbs, by faving them, is
highly preferable to that of amputation.

# See the memoirs of the Academy of Surgery, t. 2.
p- 256. where Mr. Boucher, in {peaking of gunfhot
wounnds, with the bone fhattered near the articulation,
fhews that amputation commonly proves fatal, and that
of three patients on whom it is performed, generally
two die; whereas out of an hundred and fixty-five who
had had the bones fhattered, on whom amputation had
not ben performed, not one died. A degree of fuc-

cefs which he alcribes, it molt be owned, to the ma- °

na%]emmt of tll:le i'urﬂ.:n lfe who, inftead of {pirituons
applications, only made ufe of emollients, light dige-
{tives and anodynes, B

Bl 5 EC T. XXVIIL
| FINALLY, I muft add, that the
greater number of thofe who died in our
‘hofpitals, in confequence of wounded limbs,
were of thofe who had the os femoris fhat-
fered near its upper articulation ; and as we
are not at prefent acquainted with any means
" of relieving that accident ; and as it has not
as yet been attempted to amputate at that
part, if we deduct thefe cafes from the num-
“ber mentioned in the preceding fection who
~ died, we fhall fee that the number of thofe
whofe lives were faved without emputation,
confiderably exceeds that of thofe who died.
Since wounds near the fuperior part of the
- thigh bone, or fhoulder, where the bones
~are fhattered, ought always to be looked on
- as defperate.
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