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GENTLEMEN,

0O démonftrate the means of im-

. proving [o comprchenfive a fcience

as medicine, and, by thewing the prefent
ftate of our knowledge and ignorance ¥,
to lead the way to future improvement,
is a talk equal -to the higheft abilities.

* The Novum Organum of lord Verulam, wherein
the defiderata of philofophy are peinted out, was per-
haps the boldeft defign ever fuccelsfully executed by
human ingenuity.

Few there are Indeed, even of thofe that
publifh their dictates to the world, who
know upon what ground our opinion of
of any particular practice fhould be built;
moft having firft taken it up from fyftem,
perfevere in it afterwards becaufe the ma-
jority of their patients do not die ; never
refleCting that it is fometimes probable
more would not have perithed had they
totally abftained from medicine, nor ever
_comparing the fuccefs of thofe who prac-
tife in an oppofite way to their own. Be-
fides, many epidemic diforders are fo lit-
tle dangerous, that fcarcely one perithes
of all thofe who are treated in as different
methods as poffible ; thereby giving credit
with the inattentive to every trifling re-
medy, or even to fuch as at another period
may prove highly deftru&tive. We fhould
not afcribe to our treatment all the perfons .
who recover under it; the furplus only of




thofe who are preferved in following it,
above the number who furvive without !
any medical affiftance, in the fame difor-
der, and at the fame time, are fairly to be
placed to its account. Hence the great
importance of comparifon is obvious in our
fcience. But of all thefe circumftances
the true theorift is * almoft regardlefs, and
whillt his mind fhould be taken up with
the minutelt inveftigation of what paffes
around him, he retires within himf{elf to
fearch into abftrufe caufes, and invent ar-
gumcnts' from thence in fupport of his
praclice, as if a knowledge of diftafes
were only to be gained in the clofet,

I might alk, have we remedied fevers,
apoplexies, or confumptions, better on ac-
count of knowing the circulition of the

blood, or the anatomy of the head and
lungs. The bufinefs of a phyfician is to

cure, remedies are therefore of more ufe
to him than rﬁaﬂ:rns/,t the latter being fafely
left to the philofophers who have nothing
“elfe to do.

* I do not mean throughout this difeourfe to
milreprefent theorifts in the [ame manner they have
commenly done empiricifm, by faying that they en-
tirely reject falts and experience from their fcheme ;
but only to fhew how little deference they pay to

any, excepting fuch as tend to fupport their
fyftem,




We have for upwards
of two thoufand years been throwing a-
way the time and pains of the medical
world to find out the hidden caufe of a
fever, yet that empiric who firlt taught us
the ufe of the bark, did more real fervice
to mankind, than ten thoufand ingenious
men with all their theories.

The idea of a fyftem precludes all fu-
ture improvement in any {cience, inafmuch
as it fuppoles a perfection in our know-
ledge, which is far from being the cafe in
medicine : befides, it mifleads us from the
only ufeful part of the ftudy, an attention
to facts. The boldnefs and conceit with
which fyfiems fill young minds is incon-
ceivable, and the injury done to the health
of mankind proportionably great. No
fooner is a phyfician loofed from the tram-
mels of acollege, than, convinced of the
infallibility of thecry, he begins to pre-
{cribe with as much confidence as if he
knew the hidden caufes, and could cure
all diforders. Does bad faccefs moft fre-
quently attend his practice, f1ill fome finall
error, or cmifiien in the patient is found
out, to which, and not to his manage-
ment, the coptinvance of the diforder is
afcribed ;




Theory might have perhaps been
profitable,, if cenly ufed as the fervant of
practice; but, uniuckily, as foon as it gets
footing in the houfe, it becomes a moft
infolent dire@or, turning out of doors all

fuch fadls as it cannot affcciate with, and

telling its mafter that he muft not fee with
his own eyes.

Obfervation has not only the tronble of
fhewing us what is proper, but alfo of
pointing out what opinions and pracices
anfng from theory, are improper and in-
jurious. 'What difliculty has there been
to combat the warm regimen in the fimall]
pox, becaufe it was {uppoled to throw out
morbid matter? The fame may be faid of
the prefent prattice in walignant fevers,
and perhaps the plague,




If what I have faid has any weight, it
will appear, that the empiric has every ad-
vantage which theory can boaft from read-
ing and obfervation, without all thofe ca-
prices, that arc by fome dignified with
the title of fuperior knowledge *, under-
{tanding, and judgment ; the way there-
fore to improve the art cannot be difficult,
being (imply that of empiricifm, by which
I mean experience; for quackery I defpife,
and moft of all theoretical quackery,
which is often the art of {peaking without
a meaning, and feeming learned without
common fenfe.

Let us then view theory and empiri-
cifm ; both epdeavouring to obtain our
approbation ; but by very different means.
The former boldly parading in all the tinfel
drefls of fancy; varying her charms to fuit
the talte of every beholder; promifing to
her votaries the giddy admiration of all the
young, thoughtefs, and inexperienced ;
offering us prefent fame without laborious

* See Percival, Efl. Dagm,




ftudy, and powerful fupport 1n all the er-
rors of our judgment, or moft excentric
wanderings of our imagination; com-
mitting all her former admirers to ob-
livion, in order to make way for us. See
at the fame time her right hand red with
the blood of myriads facrificed to that ob-
ftinacy with which fhe follows her opinions
for the day, though perhaps to change
them on the next, Obferve her parent
pride, and the infignificant medicines her
children, together with the caprices her
train, as numerous as the blades of grafs
in the field, and as various as the flowers
that epnamel it; all fhielded with felf-con-
ceit, againlt the attacks of truth, and
armed with the fharpeft ridicule, againft
thofe who will not comply with her de-
fires,

View on the other hand empiricifm,
with her flow and modeft ficp, fearcely
obtruding herfelf to our eyes, much lefs
to our admiration; ufing no meretricious
carciles to entice us; promifing no imme-
diate reputation, nor emoluments, but ra-




ther the contrary; unfolding to us the re-
cords of ages, which, by a tedicus appli-
cation of many years, we muft become
mafters of, in order to obtain her favour ;
telling us that we muft, like the induftrious
bee, felect honey, even from amidit the
poifon of theoretical writings ; offering us
no fhield but an approving mind, againft
the flander, and what is more grievous,
the contempt of the world, mifguided by
her rival ; propofing to us a life of appli-
cation, care, and pains, without reward
or glory, until we fhall ceafe to be fenfible
of them, if even then, in conjun&ion with
time and truth, fhe fhall fortunately be
able to do us juftice, The choice is then
in us, and may we, fcorning the artful
blandithments of theory, attach ourfelves
only to experience, fenfible that in (o do-
ing, we fhall beft fulfil all our dutics, as
ufeful phyficians and good men.

F I N I s,
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